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CONSUMER  PRODUCT  SAFETY 
COMMISSION 

16CFR  Part  1212 

Stockpiling  Rule  for  Unvented  Gas- 
Fired  Space  Heaters 

agency:  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission. 

ACTION:  Final  rule. 

summary:  The  Commission  issues  a 
"stockpiling"  rule  prohibiting 
manufacturers  from  producing  unvented 
gas-fired  space  heaters  which  do  not 
comply  with  the  Safety  Standard 
Requiring  Oxygen  Depletion  Safety 
Shutoff  Systems  (ODS)  for  Unvented 
Gas-Fired  Space  Heaters  in  numbers 
significantly  greater  than  the  numbers 
produced  during  an  earlier  production 
period  specified  in  the  rule.  The  oxygen 
depletion  safety  shutoff  systems  shut  off 
the  heater’s  gas  supply  if  inadequate 
ventilation  leads  to  buildup  of 
hazardous  levels  of  poisonous  carbon 
monoxide.  The  purpose  of  the 
stockpiling  rule  is  to  prevent  marketing 
of  excessive  numbers  of  products  that 
do  not  comply  with  the  safety  standard 
between  the  date  the  safety  standard 
was  issued  and  the  date  it  goes  into 
effect.  The  stockpiling  rule,  by  providing 
that  noncomplying  products  may  not  be 
marketed  in  much  greater  numbers  than 
were  marketed  before  the  safety 
standard  was  issued,  helps  carry  out  the 
purpose  of  the  safety  standard  which  is 
to  reduce  the  unreasonable  risk  of  injury 
associated  with  unvented  gas-fired 
space  heaters. 

DATES:  (1)  Effective  date:  The 
stockpiling  rule  for  this  product  becomes 
effective  May  4, 1981. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Elizabeth  H.  Jones,  Directorate  for 
Enforcement  and  Administrative 
Litigation,  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission,  Washington,  D.C.  20207, 
(301)  492-6400. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

The  Commission  has  determined  that 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters 
present  an  unreasonable  risk  of  injury 
from  carbon  monoxide  (CO)  poisoning, 
which  they  produce  qs  a  product  of 
combustion.  CO,  a  poisonous  gas,  is 
colorless  and  odorless,  and  the  hazard  it 
presents  is  particularly  acute  during 
sleeping  hours  when  people  are  exposed 
to  its  presence  for  a  long  period.  The 
Commission  determined,  therefore,  that 
a  consumer  product  safety  standard  to 
reduce  the  risk  is  reasonably  necessary. 
Accordingly,  on  September  17, 1980  (45 
FR  61880).  the  Commission  promulgated 


a  standard  (16  CFR  Part  1212)  requiring 
that  unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  be 
equipped  with  oxygen  depletion  safety 
shutoff  systems  (ODS).  The  ODS,  when 
applied  to  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters,  do  not  directly  detect  the 
presence  of  CO;  however,  they  shut  off 
the  gas  supply  to  the  heater  when  they 
detect  a  depletion  of  oxygen  in  the 
surrounding  space,  a  condition  that 
accompanies  the  increase  of  CO. 

The  standard  requires,  in  addition, 
that  unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters 
bear  a  permanent  label  that  warns  of 
the  need  for  the  user  to  provide  fresh  air 
when  the  heater  is  operating  in  order  to 
prevent  CO  buildup.  The  label  describes 
CO  symptoms  and  provides  information 
on  the  functioning  and  maintenance  of 
ODS. 

When  originally  promulgated  on 
September  29, 1980,  the  rule  had  an 
effective  date  of  June  15, 1981.  No 
comments  on  the  stockpiling  rule  were 
received,  however,  a  manufacturer  of 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters 
petitioned  the  Commission  to  extend  the 
effective  date  to  December  31, 1981 
(petition  CP  81-1).  The  petitioner 
claimed  that  requiring  production  to 
cease  more  than  six  months  before  a 
certified  ODS  is  available  would  create 
an  economic  hardship  on  manufacturers 
by  greatly  increased  financing  costs. 

The  Commission  staff  analyzed  the  data 
presented  and  found  that  some 
economic  loss  would  occur.  After 
determining  that  extending  the  date 
would  not  permit  the  production  of  more 
heaters  than  were  originally 
contemplated,  but  would  merely  extend 
the  time  during  which  the  allowable 
number  could  be  produced,  the 
Commission  granted  the  petition. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Federal 
Register,  the  Commission  has  proposed 
such  an  extension  of  the  effective  date. 
After  receiving  and  analyzing  comments 
on  the  proposal,  the  Commission  will 
make  a  final  determination  on  the 
effective  date.  It  is  important  to  note, 
however,  that  a  change  in  the  actual 
effective  date  will  not  modify  the  effect 
of  this  stockpiling  rule,  which  limits  the 
total  number  of  heaters  that  can  be 
produced  between  January  1, 1981  and 
the  effective  date,  regardless  of  the 
actual  date  the  standard  becomes 
effective. 

Basis  For  Stockpiling  Rule 

Section  9(d)(1)  of  the  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Act  ("the  CPSA”),  15 
U.S.C.  2058(d)(1),  provides  that  a 
consumer  product  safety  standard  may 
only  apply  to  products  manufactured 
after  the  effective  date  of  the  standard. 
The  Commission  is  concerned  that  the 
manufacture  of  unvented  gas-fired  space 


heaters  not  equipped  with  ODS  be  kept 
to  a  minimum  from  the  date  the 
standard  was  promulgated  until  the 
effective  date  of  the  standard.  To  help 
avoid  circumvention  of  the  purpose  of 
the  standard,  section  9(d)(2)  of  the  CPSA 
provides  that  the  Commission  may  issue 
a  rule  that  prohibits  “stockpiling.”  As 
defined  in  section  9(d)(2),  stockpiling 
means  manufacturing  or  importing  a 
product  between  the  date  a  standard  is 
promulgated  and  its  effective  date  at  a 
rate  that  is  significantly  greater  than  the 
rate  at  which  the  product  was 
manufactured  in  a  base  period 
determined  in  the  stockpiling  rule.  The 
Commission  concludes  that  a  stockpiling 
rule  is  needed  to  provide  the  industry 
with  permissible  boundaries  for 
production. 

To  determine  a  reasonable 
manufacturing  base  period  for  this 
proposal,  the  Commission  reviewed 
production  figures  for  unvented  gas-fired 
space  heaters.  From  information 
provided  by  industry  and  other  related 
sources,  Commission  staff  found  that 
production  of  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters  has  declined  since  1976  when 
approximately  182,000  unvented  gas- 
fired  space  heaters  were  produced.  In 
1977,  production  was  greatly  curtailed, 
and  in  1978  no  production  took  place.  In 
the  1979  and  1980  production  seasons, 
approximately  120,000  unvented  gas- 
fired  space  heaters  were  produced  each 
year.  According  to  industry  sources, 
production  in  1981  is  also  likely  to  be 
about  120,000  units. 

The  Commission  concludes  from  this 
information  that  the  base  period  for  the 
stockpiling  rule  should  take  into  account 
the  apparent  stabilization  of  production 
that  occurred  during  the  production 
cycles  of  1979  and  1980,  a  phase  that  is 
likely  to  continue  in  1981  according  to 
industry  representatives.  The  production 
figure  of  120,000  for  each  year  probably 
reflects  accurately  the  market  needs  for 
this  product  and  appears  to  be  a 
reasonable  basis  for  selecting  a  base 
period  for  this  proposal.  Accordingly, 
the  stockpiling  rule  as  proposed  stated 
that  the  rate  of  manufacture  or 
importation  of  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters  between  issuance  of  the 
standard  and  its  effective  date  could  not 
exceed  by  more  than  10%  the  rate  at 
which  the  manufacturer  or  importer 
produced  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters  during  their  most  productive 
365-day  period  between  January  1, 1979 
and  December  31, 1980.  Information 
available  to  the  Commission  suggests 
that  this  base  period  is  sufficient  to 
allow  for  variation  in  sales  that  may 
affect  the  individual  manufacturer  or 
importer;  the  addition  of  10%  should  be 
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sufficient  to  allow  for  ordinary  changes 
in  market  shares  between  issuance  of 
the  standard  requiring  unvested  gas- 
fired  space  heaters  to  be  equipped  with 
ODS  and  the  effective  date  of  the 
standard.  A  manufacturer  or  importer  of 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  whose 
business  may  exceed  these  limits 
because  of  unusual  circumstances  and 
not  because  of  stockpiling  intended  to 
circumvent  the  purpose  of  the  rule,  may 
apply  to  the  Commission  for  an 
exemption  from  the  stockpiling  rule. 

Such  a  request  would  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  supporting  data  to 
show  that  such  unusual  circumstances 
sufficiently  advance  the  interest  of 
consumers  as  to  warrrant  granting  an 
exemption. 

At  this  time,  the  Commission  is 
unaware  of  any  information  indicating 
any  new  entrants  into  the  business  of 
manufacturing  or  importing 
noncomplying  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters  between  the  time  the  standard  is 
issued  and  its  effective  date.  However, 
any  persons  who  may  wish  to  do  so 
should  first  request  an  exemption  from 
the  stockpiling  rule  for  their  anticipated 
production. 

At  the  time  of  issuance  of  the 
standard,  and  proposal  of  the 
stockpiling  rule  (September  17, 1980),  the 
information  available  to  the  Commission 
indicated  that  production  of  unvented 
gas-fired  space  heaters  began  in  late 
January  or  early  February  of  each  year 
and  was  completed  by  early  June. 
Therefore,  it  was  thought  that  one 
normal  production  cycle  was  contained 
in  the  period  between  September  17, 
1980.  and  June  15, 1981,  when  the 
standard  becomes  effective.  However, 
information  received  in  connection  with 
petition  CP  81-1,  discussed  above, 
indicates  that  some  manufacturers 
continue  production  past  June  and  that 
some  continue  production  almost  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  Thus  the  Commission’s 
original  intent  of  allowing  up  to  110 
percent  of  the  base  period  production  to 
be  produced  during  1981  would  not  be 
achieved  under  the  proposal  for  two 
reasons. 

First,  to  the  extent  that  production  for 
1980  continued  past  September  17, 1980, 
the  allowable  production  for  1981  would 
be  reduced  under  the  proposed  rule.  The 
final  stockpiling  rule  issued  below 
corrects  this  problem  by  specifying  that 
the  period  of  production  to  which  the 
stockpiling  rule  will  apply  will  be  the 
period  between  January  1, 1981.  and  the 
effective  date  of  the  rule. 


The  other  reason  that  manufacturers 
may  not  be  able  to  produce  the  full 
amount  of  production  originally 
intended  by  the  stockpiling  rule  is  that 
they  may  not  be  able  to  produce  the 
allowable  amount  by  the  effective  date 
of  the  standard.  As  discussed  above,  an 
extension  of  the  effective  date  of  the 
standard  is  being  proposed  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  of  the  Federal  Register. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  the 
stockpiling  rule  will  apply  only  to  units 
that  are  produced  after  the  effective 
date  of  the  stockpiling  rule,  which  is 
May  4, 1981.  However,  the  number  of 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  that 
may  be  produced  after  that  date  shall  be 
determined  by  “looking  back"  to 
January  1, 1981,  so  that  the  number 
produced  between  January  1, 1981,  and 
December  31, 1981,  may  not  exceed  110 
percent  of  the  number  produced  during 
the  base  period.  In  the  unlikely  event 
that  a  manufacturer  or  importer  had 
already  exceeded  the  110  percent  limit 
by  May  4. 1981,  this  stockpiling  rule 
would  prohibit  further  production  by 
that  manufacturer  or  importer  after  that 
date.  However,  the  fact  that  the  110 
percent  limit  had  been  exceeded  before 
the  effective  date  of  the  stockpiling  rule 
would  not  be  a  violation  of  the  rule. 

Conclusion 

Based  on  the  foregoing  information, 
the  Commission  issues  a  stockpiling  rule 
providing  that  between  January  1, 1981, 
and  the  date  the  standard  requiring 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  to  be 
equipped  with  ODS  goes  into  effect 
(currently  June  15, 1981,  and  proposed  to 
be  extended  until  December  31, 1981), 
manufacturers  and  importers  of 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  that  do 
not  comply  with  Subparts  A  and  B  of 
this  Part  1212  are  prohibited  from 
manufacturing  or  importing  such  heaters 
at  a  rate  exceeding  that  provided  in  the 
rule  below.  For  codification  in  the  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations,  the  stockpiling 
rule  is  designated  Subpart  C  of  the 
standard  requiring  that  unvented  gas- 
fired  space  heaters  be  equipped  with 
ODS.  Accordingly,  under  section  9(d)(2) 
of  the  CPSA,  the  Commission  amends 
Title  16,  Chapter  II,  Subchapter  B,  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by  adding 
to  Part  1212  a  new  Subpart  C  reading  as 
follows: 

Subpart  C— Stockpiling 

Sea 

§  1212.30  Prohibited  stockpiling. 


Authority:  Sec.  9(d)(2).  Pub.  L.  92-573.  86 
Stat.  1215, 15  U.S.C.  2058(d)(2). 

Subpart  C— Stockpiling 

§  1 21 2.30  Prohibited  stockpiling. 

(a)  General.  This  Subpart  prohibits 
stockpiling  of  products  that  do  not 
comply  with  Subparts  A  and  B  of  this 
Part  1212  between  May  4, 1981,  and  the 
effective  date  of  Subparts  A  and  B  of 
Part  1212. 

(b)  Stockpiling.  “Stockpiling"  means 
manufacturing  or  importing  products 
that  do  not  comply  with  Subparts  A  and 
B,  at  a  rate  that  is  significantly  greater 
than  the  rate  the  product  was 
manufactured  or  imported  during  a  base 
period  prescribed  by  the  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission. 

(c)  Prohibited  acts.  Stockpiling  of 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  that  do 
not  comply  with  Subparts  A  and  B  of 
this  Part  1212  so  that  the  number  of 
these  products  produced  between 
January  1, 1981,  and  the  effective  date  of 
Subparts  A  and  B  exceeds  by  10  percent 
the  number  of  such  products  that  were 
manufactured  or  imported  during  the 
base  period  described  in  paragraph  (d) 
of  this  section  is  prohibited.  This 
prohibition  applies  only  to 
noncomplying  heaters  manufactured 
after  May  4, 1981.  However,  such 
heaters  can  be  manufactured  after  that 
date  only  until  the  total  number  of  such 
heaters  manufactured  since  January  1, 
1981,  reaches  110  percent  of  the 
production  during  the  base  period.  If  a 
manufacturer  had  already  exceeded  the 
1981  limit  of  110  percent  of  base  period 
production  before  May  4, 1981,  there 
would  be  no  violation  of  the  rule,  but  the 
manufacturer  could  not  produce 
additional  noncomplying  units  on  or 
after  that  date. 

(d)  Base  period.  The  base  period  for 
determining  the  allowable  production  of 
unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters  that  do 
not  comply  with  Subparts  A  and  B  is,  at 
the  option  of  each  manufacturer  or 
importer,  any  period  of  365  consecutive 
days  beginning  on  or  after  January  1, 
1979  and  ending  on  or  before  December 
31, 198a 

Effective  date:  May  4. 1981. 

Dated:  March  25, 1981. 

Sadye  E.  Dunn, 

Secretary.  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission. 

|FR  Doc.  81-9940  Kited  4-1-61;  645  am) 
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CONSUMER  PRODUCT  SAFETY 
COMMISSION 

16  CFR  Part  1212 

Unvented  Gas-Fired  Space  Heaters; 
Proposal  To  Extend  Effective  Date 

AGENCY:  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission. 

ACTION:  Proposed  rule. 

SUMMARY:  The  Commission  has  granted 
a  petition  requesting  an  extension  of  the 
effective  date  of  the  Safety  Standard 
Requiring  Oxygen  Depletion  Safety 
Shutoff  Systems  (ODS)  for  Unvented 
Gas-Fired  Space  Heaters  to  December 

31. 1981, *  The  petition  is  granted  in 
order  to  alleviate  the  potential  economic 
hardship  to  the  three  manufacturers 
producing  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters,  who,  under  the  present  effective 
date  of  June  15, 1981,  would  not  be  able 
to  produce  complying  heaters  during  the 
last  half  of  1981  because  ODS  devices 
will  not  be  available  until  1982.  A  June 

15. 1981,  effective  date  would  require 
manufacturers  to  carry  an  unusually 
large  inventory  if  they  wish  to  be  able  to 
fill  orders  made  later  in  the  year.  A 
“stockpiling”  rule,  which  is  issued 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Federal 
Register,  provides  that  between  January 

1. 1981,  and  the  effective  date  of  the 
standard,  production  of  unvented  gas- . 
fired  space  heaters  may  not  exceed  by 
more  than  10%  the  number  of  units 
produced  during  the  base  period 
specified  in  the  rule.  Therefore, 
extending  the  effective  date  from  June  . 

15. 1981,  to  December  31, 1981,  does  not 
permit  the  production  of  more  heaters 
than  was  contemplated  by  the  proposed 
stockpiling  rule,  but  only  extends  the 
time  during  which  the  heaters  may  be 
produced. 

OATES:  Written  comments  on  the 
proposal  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Commission  by  May  4, 1981. 

ADDRESSES:  Written  comments  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary,  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission,  Washington.  D.C.  20207. 

All  material  which  the  Commission  has 
that  is  relevant  to  this  proceeding, 
including  any  comments  that  may  be 
received  regarding  this  proposal,  may  be 
seen  in,  and  copies  obtained  from,  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary,  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission,  3rd  Floor, 
1111  18lh  Street  NW..  Washington,  D.C. 
20207. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Stan  Morrow,  Office  of  Program 


'Acting  Chairman  Stuart  Statler  and 
Commissioners  David  Pittle  and  Sam  Zagoria  voted 
to  propose  the  extension.  Commissioner  Edith  B. 
Sloan  voted  not  to  extend  the  effective  dale. 


Management,  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission,  Washington,  D.C.  20207, 
phone  (301)  492-6453. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 

September  17, 1980,  the  Commission 
issued  a  final  rule  requiring  the  use  of 
oxygen  depletion  safety  shut-off  systems 
(ODS)  on  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters  (45  FR  61880).  At  the  same  time, 
the  Commission  proposed  a 
“stockpiling”  rule  which  would  limit  the 
production  of  heaters  without  an  ODS  to 
not  more  than  10%  of  the  number  of 
units  produced  during  an  earlier  base 
period  specified  by  the  rule  (45  FR 
61941).  The  Commission  set  an  effective 
date  of  June  15, 1980,  based  on 
information  obtained  from  the 
manufacturers  indicating  that 
production  for  the  1981-1982  heating 
season  would  be  generally  completed  by 
June  15, 1981.  Since  ODS  devices  are 
expected  to  be  available  very  early  in 
1982  at  the  beginning  of  production  for 
the  1982-1983  season,  all  unvented  gas- 
fired  space  heaters  manufactured  for  the 
1982-1983  season  would  incorporate  an 
ODS. 

In  a  letter  dated  September  25th,  1980, 
one  manufacturer  petitioned  the 
Commission  (CP  81-1)  to  extend  the 
effective  date  to  December  31, 1981.  The 
petitioner  submitted  new  information 
showing  that  production  of  unvented 
gas-fired  space  heaters  would  normally 
extend  past  June  15  to  much  later  in  the 
year.  The  petitioner  stated  that 
financing  costs  for  inventory  would  be 
greatly  increased  if  production  was 
halted  on  June  15, 1981,  and  that  orders 
late  in  the  year  based  on  seasonal 
variation  may  be  lost.  Furthermore,  the 
petitioner  argued  that  if  manufacturers 
produced  inventory  before  June  15, 1981, 
in  anticipation  of  later  orders,  they 
might  produce  more  non-complying 
heaters  than  would  be  the  case  if  they 
waited  to  see  if  the  predicted  demand 
was  accurate. 

Production  appears  to  be  split  into 
two  distinct  phases.  As  the  petitioner 
points  out,  production  through  June  of 
each  year  is  to  fill  preseason  orders. 
After  June,  heaters  are  produced  and 
inventoried  to  the  extent  future  sales  are 
anticipated.  If  "fill-in”  orders  do  not 
develop  during  the  third  quarter, 
production  is  curtailed  for  the  rest  of  the 
year.  This  is  the  situation  experienced 
by  the  petitioner  last  year,  owing  to  a 
warm  fall  in  1980. 

Two  manufacturers  cited  increased 
manufacturing  and  inventory  costs  as 
the  primary  burdens  they  would  incur  if 
the  effective  date  is  not  extended, 
because  as  much  as  possible  of  a  full 
year’s  production  would  have  to  be 


squeezed  into  5‘/2  months.  Instead  of 
being  able  to  ship  units  shortly  after 
they  are  produced,  units  would  have  to 
be  warehoused  for  up  to  six  months 
after  production.  There  might  also  be 
some  increased  risk  of  lost  sales  if  a 
sufficient  number  of  units  were  not 
produced  by  June  15.  The  manufacturers 
did  not  provide  exact  dollar  costs  of 
inventory,  but  the  petitioner  states  that 
his  inventory  costs  would  double.  One 
manufacturer,  not  the  petitioner,  stated 
that  the  June  15, 1981,  effective  date 
would  result  in  the  firm  being  able  to 
produce  only  60  percent  of  planned 
production,  which  would  result  in  losing 
40  percent  of  planned  heater  sales,  or 
about  15  percent  of  sales  of  all  goods 
produced.  Potentially,  this  represents  a 
significant  loss  of  sales  for  this 
company. 

By  extending  the  effective  date  to 
December  31, 1981,  normal 
manufacturing  procedures  can  be 
maintained  during  1981.  Whatever 
financial  and  manufacturing  burden  that 
might  be  incurred  because  of  an 
interruption  of  normal  manufacturing 
procedures  will  be  avoiding  by 
extending  the  effective  date.  Although 
the  Commission  is  unable  to  estimate 
the  exact  dollar  cost  of  meeting  an 
effective  date  of  June  15, 1981,  all  three 
manufacturers  stated  that  interest  costs 
and  warehouse  expenses  would 
increase  for  those  firms  attempting  to 
produce  all  planned  1981  production 
before  the  original  effective  date. 

The  proposed  stockpiling  rule 
(published  in  final  form  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  of  the  Federal  Register)  allows 
for  the  production  of  approximately 
132,000  heaters  between  the  date  of 
promulgation  of  the  standard  and  the 
effective  date.  Under  the  terms  of  the 
final  stockpiling  rule,  extending  the 
effective  date  will  not  allow  the 
production  of  a  larger  number  of  non- 
ODS  equipped  heaters  than  was 
originally  contemplated,  but  would 
merely  allow  the  production  of  these 
heaters  over  a  longer  period  of  time. 

Based  on  the  foregoing  information, 
the  Commission  believes  that  extending 
the  effective  date  of  the  rule  requiring 
oxygen  depletion  safety  shut-off  systems 
(ODS)  for  unvented  gas-fired  space 
heaters  is  reasonable  and  in  the  public 
interest  since  it  will  not  increase  the  risk 
of  injury  to  consumers  and  may 
alleviate  an  economic  hardship  to  the 
businesses  manufacturing  such  heaters. 
For  these  reasons,  the  Commission  also 
concludes  that  this  amendment  does  not 
constitute  a  material  change  to  the 
standard.  Furthermore,  the  Commission 
has  certified  that  this  extension,  if 
promulgated,  will  not  have  a  significant 
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economic  impact  on  a  substantial 
number  of  small  businesses  or  other 
small  entities. 

Proposal 

Therefore,  in  accordance  with  section 
9(e)  of  the  Consumer  Product  Safety  Act, 
Public  Law  92-573,  86  Stat.  1215, 15 
U.S.C.  2058(e),  the  Commission  proposes 
to  extend  the  effective  date  of  the 
standard  requiring  oxygen  depletion 
safety  shut-off  systems  for  unvented  _ 


gas-fired  space  heaters  from  June  15, 
1981  to  December  15, 1981  by  revising 
§1212.2  of  Title  16,  Chapter  II 
Subchapter  B,  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  to  read  as  follows: 

§1212.2  Effective  date. 

All  unvented  gas-fired  space  heaters 
defined  at  §1212.3  that  are 
manufactured  or  imported  after 
December  31, 1981,  are  subject  to  the 
requirements  of  Subpart  A,  and,  as 
provided  by  Subpart  B;  shall  be  certified 


as  complying  with  Subpart  A 

(Secs.  2. 3. 7, 9, 14. 16.  27,  Pub.  L.  92-573,  as 
amended,  Pub.  L.  94-284,  Pub.  L  95-631;  86 
Stat.  1207. 1208, 1212. 1220  as  amended,  90 
Stat  503. 92  Stat.  3742;  15  U.S.C.  2051, 2052, 
2058,  2063,  2066.  2076) 

Dated:  March  25, 1981. 

Sadye  E.  Dunn, 

Secretary,  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission. 

(FR  Doo  81-9941  Filed  4-1-81: 8:45  am| 
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